Executive Director’s Report 2024:
Caterina Pace
Our amalgamated reports will be posted on our Websites
www.riverparkwaychildrenscentre.ca   (1968)
www.riverheightschildrenscentre.ca      (1991)


“Children learn as they play. Most importantly, in play children learn how to learn.”
~ O. Fred Donaldson, Ph.D., play researcher

Welcome to our Annual General Meeting. I am Caterina and I am the Executive Director of River Parkway Children’s Centre Corporation. (Which includes both River Parkway and River Heights Children’s Centre.) I would like to welcome everyone and share some of our experiences of the past year. 

As we close the year, 2024, I am filled with gratitude for all the growth and change River Parkway and River Heights Children’s Centres embraced this past year. At the core of all the change, our commitment to children, families and educators, has remained at the heart of all that we do. 


In 2024, Ontario continued the collaboration with its partners throughout the province, achieving significant milestones of implementing the Canada Wide Early Learning and Child Care System. The (CWELCC) has had a significant impact on how we deliver our services and on our funding model. We hope that, in the near future, the Government of Ontario will fully implement the (CWELCC) so that all licensed childcares will be affordable, accessible and inclusive across Canada. 

· Our Registered Early Childhood Educators work in collaboration with one another to identify with the children’s needs and interests in setting a foundation for lifelong learning for each child. At River Parkway and River Heights Children’s Centre all staff have continued with their Professional Learning and attended several professional seminars such as “Responding with Heart, Trusting Relationships” Food Safety Certification” and “Engaging in a Healthy Energized Work Environment.” 
All these Professional Learning opportunities empower our Educators and staff and support the commitment to belonging, well being, engagement and expression. This is all part of “How Does Learning Happen”.
HDLH is our early years resource that the educators use when they are developing their curriculum for their individual programs.

Throughout 2024 we used StoryPark, our on-line application platform, to communicate with our families and guide our early learning and care practices. In the upcoming year we hope to broaden the functionality of StoryPark to use its enhanced documentation feature and streamline the curriculum communication between our two childcare sites.




· Some of 2024 organizational highlights included: 

· The continuation of the implementation of the Canada- wide Early Learning and Child Care Program.
The CWELCC has enabled us to reduce parental fees and to strengthen our commitment to wage growth and workforce retention.
· Setting up a Volunteer Coordination Program with the help of one of our Board members and Program Supervisor. This partnership has enabled us to ensure efficient volunteer contributions.
· We had some successful fundraising initiatives.
· We continued to support our “Annual Holiday Food Drive”. 
· Children’s Inclusive Support Services continued to provide us with a Resource Consultant that supports the Centers and provides Program-based service support to all our programs with onsite support. Our Resource Consultant works with the educators and suggests strategies for adapting activities and training to include positive inclusion experiences. 
· In 2024 we celebrated two employee milestones: Congratulations to Phuong Au, our Administrative Assistant at River Parkway Children’s Centre who has been with the Corporation for 30 years and Lynda Ready, our Preschool Registered Early Childhood Educator at River Parkway who has been with the Corporation for 25 years. 
· Many thanks to all our community partners, Algonquin College, Ottawa Carleton District School Board, Ministry of Education Early Years and Child Care Division, Ottawa Public Health and Children’s Inclusion Support Services.

Members of the volunteer board of directors at River Parkway and River Heights Children’s Centre play a crucial role in our organization. This dedicated and diverse group, including parents of children in our programs, members of the First Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa and Community members. They all contribute their expertise to ensure the success and sustainability of both Centres. A heartfelt thank you to the Board of Directors for their thoughtful insight and committed leadership, as well as the Program Supervisors and the Administrative team. We would also like to acknowledge and thank our team of dedicated educators, cooks, staff and volunteers who have committed themselves and contributed each day to delivering exceptional education and care to young children.

We would also like to extend our most sincere thanks and appreciation to all the families that have chosen River Parkway and River Heights Children’s Centre as part of their families’ journey.

For our River Heights Children’s Centre families…  
I look forward to continuing to strengthen our community partnerships outside and on-site partnerships such as The Ottawa Public Library, Ray Friel Recreation Center and Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School. One of our goals for 2025 is to complete the outdoor playground space.



For our River Parkway Children’s Centre families…  

In August of 2024,The City of Ottawa Planning and Housing Committee approved Official Plan and zoning amendments to facilitate one six-storey and one 16-storey residential building on Cleary Avenue, within the Unitarian campus north of Richmond Road. Adjacent to River Parkway Children’s Centre. The six-storey building would have 66 affordable units, run in partnership with Ontario Aboriginal Housing Services. The 16-storey tower would have a four-storey base and 148 dwellings. Construction timelines and an official site plan are yet to be determined. For more information on the development please visit the City of Ottawa website/ Cleary Avenue Development.

Our Board has been committed to maintaining ongoing rapport with the City of Ottawa, First Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa and Land Developers regarding the proposed development to be constructed on Cleary Avenue. Our parents will continue to receive the high quality of early learning and care during the transition. The safety and security of all will be of our upmost priority as the campus develops.  As mentioned earlier in my report our commitment to children, families and educators, has remained at the heart of all that we do. 
Thank you,


Next, the program supervisors, Trudy Cassalman and Penny Lalonde will report on their programs and will focus on the individual enriching activities at each child care site celebrated throughout the year. 



























